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The Arab States
There is much diversity in the Arab world today, composed of 22 countries with a total population of 358 
million. The population per country in 2013 ranged from 752,000 in Comoros to 85 million in Egypt. 

Table 8.1  Overview of 22 Arab Countries

Country 2013 Population
2009 Internet 

Users
2011 Mobile Phone 

Users
2012 GDP per 
Capita (US$)

Algeria 38,087,812   4,700,000 35,616,000     7,600

Bahrain   1,281,332       419,500   1,694,000   29,200

Comoros       752,288         24,300     216,400     1,300

Djibouti       792,198         25,900     193,000     2,700

Egypt 85,294,388 20,136,000 83,425,000     6,700

Iraq 31,858,481       325,900 27,000,000     7,200

Jordan   6,482,081   1,642,000   7,483,000     6,100

Kuwait   2,695,316   1,100,000   4,935,000   40,500

Lebanon   4,131,583   1,000,000   3,350,000   16,000

Libya   6,002,347       353,900 10,000,000   12,300

Mauritania   3,437,610         75,000   3,315,000     2,200

Morocco 32,649,130 13,213,000 36,554,000     5,400

Oman   3,154,134   1,465,000   5,278,000   29,600

Palestine (West 
Bank)*

  2,676,740       1,379,000**       2,405,000**     2,900

Qatar   2,042,444       563,800   2,302,000 103,900

Saudi Arabia 26,939,583   9,774,000 53,706,000   31,800

Somalia 10,251,568       106,000       655,000         600

Sudan 34,847,910   4,200,000 25,056,000     2,600

Syria 22,457,336   4,469,000 13,117,000     5,100

Tunisia 10,835,873   3,500,000 12,388,000     9,900

United Arab 
Emirates

  5,473,972   3,449,000 11,727,000   49,800

Yemen 25,408,288   2,349,000 11,668,000     2,300

Source: Compiled from Central Intelligence Agency (2013).

*The State of Palestine is recognized by many countries. Many of those that do not recognize the State of Palestine do 
recognize the Palestine Liberation Organization as the “representative of the Palestinian people.”

**Including the Gaza Strip.


